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against it, it continued to increase and 
rosper. All the efforts put forth by 
the wicked for its subversion had been 
frustrated. It was impossible to obli- 
terate it from the earth. The Saints 
in Zion were increasing in faith, and 
were now in a position to devote their 
time and means for the accomplish- 
ment of God’s purposes. He made 
some observations on the subject of 
baptism for the dead and the gather- 
ing. There had been about 200 ship- 
loads of Saints leave this country for 
Zion, and no calamity had befallen 
any of them. This was an evidence 
that the hand of God had been over 
his people for their preservation. 

The choir sang, Weep, weep not 
forme,” etc. Prayer by Prest. Geo. 
Spokes. 


| 6 p. m. 
The choir sang, In Jordan's tide, 


etc. 

Prayer by Elder Brewster. 

The choir sang, How beauteous 
are their feet,“ eto. 

President Budge said it was a plea- 
sure to him to have the opportunity of 
expressing his views on the principles 
of the Gospel. It was a truth that God 
had spoken from the heavens in our 
day as He had done in former times 
and communicated His mind and will 
to the children of men. He had also 
bestowed upon man the priesthood, 
which placed him under an obligation 
to disseminate the principles of the 
Gospel. These facts appeared strange 
to the world, who seemed to be under 
the impression that the Bible contained 
sufficient for their salvation. Although 
he was prepared to admit and affirm 
that the Bible was the word of God, 
hecontended it was not sufficient, 
without an inspired authority, to save 
mankind in the kingdom of God. 
There was a variety of churches, with 
different faiths and formula, extant in 
the world; and if the Bible were suffi- 
cient for salvation, how was it that it 
had not united the churches together ? 
Jesus declared, unless ye are one ye 
are not mine; but instead of union 
there existed division and disunion. 
There were some religionists that even 
doubted the divinity of that Book. 
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The Gospel of Christ embraced the 
principles of eternal life, and imparted 
unto every true believer a knowledge 
of its divinity. God had spoken to 
this generation through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, and it was necessary 
that God should reveal Hirself to 
man in order to continue the plan of 
salvation ; neither could mankind be 
saved by any other means than those 
ordained of God for their salvation. 
The Elders of this Church taught faith, 
repentance and baptism, precisely the 
same as taught by the Apostles ancient- 
ly. Although their testimonies were 
ignored and disregarded by the learned 
of the world, God would, sustain the 
declaration of His Servants. } 
Elder Miner referred to the different 
faiths that existed in the world and 
quoted the werds of Christ: ‘‘ Every 
tree which my Father hath not planted 
shall be plucked up.” Religion was 
not designed to make our pleasure less, 
but to increase our happiness. The 
work of God was progressing; His 
kingdom was growing; but without 
the observation of the Gentile world. 
After the testimonies of the servants 
of God, would come the voice of the 
judgments of God,—famine, plague, 
and pestilence, which would destroy 
thousands of the inhabitants of the 
earth. Nothing but deep humility 
before God, and a compliance with his 
Gospel, would stay their progress. 
He dwelt a short time upon the first 
principles. Every true believer was 
promised the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
which would reveal unto them the 
knowledge that Jesus was the Christ ; 
in no other ee this knowledge 
be obtained. He kindly invited the 
atrangers to investigate the prinviples 
of the Gospel, and to seek unto God 
for His Spirit to aid them in their 
e ohoir gang, Israel awake, etc, 
Benedicion by Elder Miner. 


The meetings were well attended by 
the Saints, and a number of strangers 
were present at the evening meeting, 
All seemed to be ititerested, and ap- 
preciated the instructions that were 
given by the priesthood. : 

Gon H. Olerk. 


| 
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POETRY. 


FORWARD. 


Shall thislife of mine be wasted ? Shall T not with God's own bridle 
Shall this vineyard lie untilled? Their frivolities restrain ? 

Shall true joy pass be untasted. 
And this soul remain unfilled? Shall these eyes of mine still wander t— 
Or, no longer turned afar, 

Shall the God-given hours be scattered, Fix a firmer gaze and fonder 
Like the leaves upon the plain ? , On the bright and morning Star ? 

Shall the blossoms die unwatered 
By the drops of heavenly rain? Shall these foct of mine, del 
Still in ways of sin be found, 

Braving snares and madly in sae 


Shall I see each fair sun waking, 
On the world’s bewitching ground ? 


And not feel it wakes for me 
Each glad morning brightly 1 
And not feel it reaks for ine ? No, I was not born to trifle 


Life away in dreams or sin! 


Shall I see the roses blowing. No, I must not. dare not stifle 
And not wise to bloom as they ? Longings such as these 

Holy fragrance round me throwing, 
Luring others on the way. Swiftly moving, upward, onward, 


Let my soul in faith be borne : 
Calmly gazing, skyward, sunward, 


Shall I hear the free bird singing 
Let my eye uns rinking turn ! 


In the summer's stainless sky, 
Far aloft its glad flight winging, 
And not seek to soar as hign? Where the Cross, God's love revealing, 


Sets the fettered spirit free, 


Shall this heart still spend its treasures Where it sheds its wondrous healing, 
On the things that fade and die ; There, my soul, thy rest shall be ! 
Shall it court the hollow pleasures 
bewildering vanity ? Then no longer idle dreaming 
Shall I fling my years away : 


Shall these lips of mine be idle: But. each precious hour redeeming, 
Shall I open them in vain ? Wait for the eternal day ! 


| 8. lected. 


INFORMATION WANTED concerning Joseph Collinson, formerly of Penrith, England. 
Address—Edward * 5 Hygia Str. , off West Derby Aal, 1 iiverpool.— tah 
papers please copy. 


DIED. 


Lronarpv.—At Kamas City, Summit County Utah, Sept. 21st, Mathilda L. 910 of John T. Leonard 
nee Nordstram). Sister Leonard was a native of Sweden. She joined the Church of Jesus Christ of 
tter-day Saints in the year 1860, and came to Salt Lake City, July 24th, 1871. She lived and died 
in the faith, and was beloved by all who knew her. News. 
Wrarr.—In the Nineteenth Ward of ai htheria, Morda Elizabeth, daughter of James and Eliza 
Wyatt, aged one vear and five months.—‘: News.“ 
An t Frisco, Beaver Co., Utah, fog llth, 1878, of lead poisoning, contracted by working in 
smelting works, James, son of George and Isabella Edgar. 
1 xs,—At Denttord, London, t. 15th of old age, Mary Marks, aged 78 years. She died a faith- 
tte 
Smitru.—At St. Albans, Herts, July 24th, of smallpox, Goarge Smith, aged 29 years. He was a 
faithful Latter-day Sain 
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NO WEAPON THAT IS FORMED AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER; AND EVERY TONGUE 
THAT SHALL RISE AGAINST THEE IN JUDGMENT THOU SHALT CONDEMN. THIS IS THE 
HERITAGE OF THE SERVANTS OF THE. LORD, AND THEIR RIGHTEOUSNESS IS OF ME 


SAITH THE LORD.”— Isaiah liv, 17. 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
—0— 


The Forty-eighth Semi-Annual Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints convened in the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, October 
6, 1878, at 10 a.m., as per previous 
adjournment. 

President John Taylor presiding. 

Present on the Stand : 

Of the Twelve Apostles—John Tay- 
lor, Wilford Woodruff, Orson Hyde, 
Orson Pratt, Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo 
Snow, Franklin D. Richards, George 
Q. Cannon, Brigham Young, Joseph 
F. Smith, Albert Carrington. 


Counselor to the Twelve — Daniel 


H. Wells. 

Patriarch — John Smith. 

Of the First Seven Presidents of 
Seventies—Joseph Young, Levi W. 
Hancock, John Van Cott and Horace 
S. Eldredge. 

Of the Ran of the Salt Lake 
Stake of 8 M. Cannon, 
David O. Calder and Joseph E. Tay lor. 

Of the Presidency of the High 
Priests’ Quorum of this Stake of Zion 
—Elias Morris and Ed ward Snelgrove. 

Of the Presidency of the Bishopric 


of the Church— Edward Hunter, Leon- 
ard W. Hardy and Robert T. Burton. 

The weather was beautiful, and the 
Tabernacle was crowded at the opening 
services, every Stake of Zion through- 
out the Territory being largely repre- 
sented by Presidents, Bishops and 
others. 

Conference was called to order by 
President John Taylor. 

The choir {3 

I saw a migh el fly, 
To earth he his 

Prayer by Elder Geo. Q. Cannon. 

The choir sang : 

Author of truth, Eternal Word, 

Whose spirit breathes the active flame. 

Elder Orson Hyde rejoiced in meet- 
ing with tke Saints on this beautiful 
morning. The people in the country 
where he was wont to labor had a 
sufficiency of the products of the earth 
to make them comfortable and happy. 
We had been for many ysars under the 
lash of the outside world, and he did 
not look for any relaxation of their 
influence until Satan was bound and 
the Saints obtained the victory. He 
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referred to and quoted one of the 
Revelations of St. John, wherein he 
saw a beautiful woman clothed with 
glory, with the moon under her feet, 
upon .whose head was a crown of 
Twelve Stars, and whose ambition was 
far superior to anything of a terrestrial 
character. While those stars continued 
to occupy that position, the Saints 
would have nothing to fear. In rela- 
tion to the witnesses of the Book of 
Mormon, he said most of them had 
finished their mission and gone behind 
the vail. Their testimony was good in 
its time and season, but as the work 
proceeded, other testimonies became 
necessary. The servants of God had 
gone forth and testified before the 
nations of the earth of the truth of 
the Book of Mcrmon, and since then 
the waster has been sent forth to 
destroy and many were his victims, 
falling a prey to pestilence, famine and 
otber calamities. He made a few 
remarks about the manuscript of the 
Book of Mormon, now in the hands 
of David Whitmer. He did not regard 
it as of any vital importance to the 
interests of the kingdom, but simply 
as an interesting relic of early history. 
The principle of love and union among 
the Saints was of far more consequence 
to us at the present time. : 

He then spoke of the responsibility 
that rests upon those who hold the 
priesthood, and who should be willing 
to use their influence to reprove, in 
kindness, wherever sinful practices 
came within their purview,and wisdom 
dictated it. He spoke with feelings of 
gratitude of the rich and bountiful 
harvest that God had blessed us with 
this season, and said if the brethren 
would be prompt in the payment of 
their honest tithing, the hands of the 
servants of God would be strengthen- 
ed and the blessings of God would 
distil upon the people like the gentle 
dew. He then alluded to the calami- 
ties and troubles that will soon deluge 
the earth and reach kings and rulers 
and the high ones who are high,” 
according to the predictions of the 

rophets, when the only door of de- 
2 for those wishing to escape 
will be in Zion. 

Elder C. C. Rich said the great 
object of our being gathered together 
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can only be obtained by yielding to 
and carrying out correct principles; 
we must not dictate the Almighty, but 
learn by simple and childlike snbmis- 
sion, the grand principle of obedience, 
which will inevitably bring upon us 
the blessings of God which he bas 


promised to bestow upon his faithful 


children. We have no spare time to 
waste, but should devote our time and 
means to the building up of the king- 
dom of God, and if we carried out 
the counsels of the servants of God, 
our labors would be devoted in the 
right direction. God has given us 
power to do the work he requires o 
us, and it was as well for us occasion- 
ally to ask ourselves the question 
whether our labors are acceptable to 
the Lord or not. One duty required 
of us was to be baptized for our friends 
who have died without the privilege 
of attending to that duty themselves, 
and this must be done in a temple, 
several of which we are now building. 
We must also act upon a principle of 
union and not clash in our daily labor, 
but always be willing to act in concert 
with the counsel of the servants of 
God. He closed his very practical 
remarks by bearing testimony to 
the truth of the work of God, in 
which he had been actively engaged 
for a period of over 46 years. 

President John Taylor gave a few 
very timely hints to the ushers, to 
keep good order in the galleries and 
throughout the vast congregation, 
instructing them not to permit un- 
necessary walking about. 

The choir sang the anthem, 

Awake, Awake, put on thy strength, 

Conference adjourned till two 
o' clock. 

Benediction by Elder D. H. Wells. 


Oct. 6, 2 p. m. 
The choir sang, 
Though deep’ning trials throng your way, 
Press on, press on, ye Saints o God. 
Prayer by Elder Wilford Woodruff. 
The choir sang, 
We here approach thy table Lord, 
At thy command through chosen men. 
Elder Geo. Q. Cannon read a portion 
of section lviii of the Book of Doc- 
trine and Covenants. He said that 
any one who was called to stand before 


was to secure our salvation and this such a vast congregation, would na- 


| 
| 
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turally, feel his own nothingness, and 
the necessity of reliance upon the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, so that 
the people might be fed with the bread 
of life. We had traveled as Elders’ 
to the various nations of the earth, 
published the first principles of the 
Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, and gathered the people togeth- | 
er. With these things and labors, the 
Elders of the Church had become 
familiar, also with laying the founda- 
tion of settlements, and organizing a 
system of government, and, by having 
so many labors to perform in the tem- 
poral affairs of the people, obtained an 
experience that perhaps no other body 
of men was ever called to. Notwith- 
standing all these various labors, we 
were now standing but on the tliresh- 
hold of our duties and responsibilities. 
We now need statesmen and those who 
are capable of directing the people, 
and the affairs of their daily life, so as 
to make our temporal influence as 


powerfully felt as our spiritual influ- 
ence. He then spoke of the dangers 
that now beset and threaten our small 
republic, and said our only safeguard 
was the principle of union. Though 
we. might be numerically weak, we 
should be actually strong, if we could 
but become united in all our interests. 
In the early existence of this church, 
though so few in number, the influence 
of mobocracy began to appear and 
persecution set in for its destruction: 
Nothing but the union that was among 
this people preserved us upon the 
earth, and God permitted us to grow 
and increase, until He gave us a com- 
mand to gather out of Babylon, to 
leave our homes in the east and come 
to the valleys of the mountains. There 
was not only spiritual salvation con- 
nected with these movements, but 
temporal salvation also, and we could 
not accomplish our spiritual salvation 
without temporal acts and labors. One 
design of the Almighty in gathering 
together a great people in these val- 
leys, was to establish a government 
and dominion over which he should 
preside, bence the necessity of our 
being so thoroughly organized, that 
a power and influence would be de- 
veloped which we had never attain- 
ed to. He referred with pleasure to 


the change that was taking place in 
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the minds of the Elders in regard 


to the necessity of a more strict and 
complete system of union. But 
though the principle of co-operation 
or of the United Order might be un- 
derstood by the leading authorities 
of the Church, it would not be easy 
to get the masses cf the people to 
adopt it until they could be led to 
comprehend it. He was happy to say 
that notwithstanding the many mis- 
takes that had occurred in our past 
efforts, the subject of union in our 
temporal affairs had been so thoroughly 
canvassed among the people, that they 
were now both ready and willing to 
fall in with any practical measures that 
might be recommended to them by 
the leaders of the Church. He sug- 
gested that a committee, or board of 
trade, composed of the best practical 
business men of the Territory, be ap- 
pointed to superintend and aid the 
various branches of home industry 
that may be introduced, so that the 
benefits arising from home products 
may be used to enhance the inter- 
ests of the whole community, rather 
than the aggrandizement of a few. 
The servants of God were endeavoring 
to unite a people that are diverse in 
their habits and acts. It required 
great wisdom to accomplish it—no- 
thing short of the wisdom of God 
could bring it about. A perfect sys- 
tem of organization was what the 
Twelve Apostles were after, and their 
labors would never cease until that 
which God had designed to bring 
about would be accomplished, not only 
in relation to us as a handful of peo- 
ple, but the whole family of our eter- 
nal Father. He had called us to this 
high and holy calling. And while we 
owed our time and means in this 
direction, yet we must not on any 
consideration be careless and indiffer- 
ent to the obligations we were under 
to our own families, every member of 
which we were in duty bound to sup- 
port, cherish and instruct. If we were 
only willing to receive and embrace 
these principles of union that are now. 
burning in the breasts of the Apostles, 
God would abundantly bless the Saints 
in everything that pertains to their 
present and future happiness. He 
concluded a very powerful discourse 
by showing the vanities and evil of. 


| 
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living for self, and the glory and honor 
of laboring for the benefit of others 


and the salvation of mankind. 
The choir sang an anthem— 
The mercies of the Lord. 
Cenference was adjourned till to- 
morrow morning at 10 a.m. 
Benediction by Elder Orson Pratt. 


SECOND DAY. 


Monday, Oct. 7th, 10 a.m. 
Conference was called to order by 
President John Taylor. 
The choir sang: 
See how the morning sun 
Pursues his shining way. 
Prayer by Elder Albert Carrington. 
The choir sang: 
Mortals awake with 
And chant the solemn lay. 
lder Orson Pratt read a portion of 
a revelation given to Joseph Smith, 
the Prophet, on the 6th day of April, 
1830, being the same day the Church 
of Christ was organized in this dispen- 
sation. This revelation contains a 
message of salvation that was to be 


join, 


carried to all the inhabitants of the 


earth, and the inevitable consequences 
that would follow their acceptance or 
rejection of the same were that whoever 
believes and receives the testimony of 
the servants of God in these days will 
be saved, and whoever rejects their 
testimony will be damned. 

He then spoke of the testimony of 
the witnesses to the truth of the Book 
of Mormon. Twelve men bore witness 
to what their eyes saw and what their 
eara heard. The angel of God appeared 


to three of them, and not only present- | 


ed the plates before them, permitting 
them to handle them, but told them that 
God had enabled his servant Joseph 
Smith to translate from these plates 
the Book of Mormon, and commanded 
them to bear this testimony before the 
world. Out of the twelve witnesses, 
eleven had gone the way of all flesh, 
and only one was now living, whose 
name was David Whitmer. He then 
rehearsed a very interesting conversa. 
tion that he and Elder Joseph F. 
Smith had recently held with David 
Whitmer, who bore the same testimony 
which is contained in the Book of 
Mormon, and which the speaker had 
heard him bear 48 years ago. The 


| hal an interview with Wm. E. 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Book of Mormon had been translated 
into ten different languages, and the 
testimony of those twelve witnesses 
will stand in the day of judgment, 
against all those nations where this 
work is introduéed and they reject it, 
The message of life and salvation which 
those witnesses testified to is the same 
that our Elders have carried and pro 
claimed for the last forty years among 
many nations of the earth. He then 
closed his remarks by bléssing the con- 
gregation in all their temporal and 
spiritual labors. 
Elder Joseph F. Smith briefly refer. 
red to the recent mission of himself 
and Elder Orson Pratt to the States, 
He related some of the terrible effects 
of the recent cyclone which had just 
before their visit, passed over the 
country; some of the fearful conse- 
uences of it were seen in the town of 
ichmond, Missouri, and in the very 
place where Parley P. Pratt, many 
years ago, was a prisoner for the Gos. 
pel’s sake. The place of his confine- 
ment was utterly swept away. Th 
also visited Independence, sours 
and examined the very spot which G 
designated to His servant Joseph 


‘Smith, many years ago, for a Temple. 


The ground which was purchased for 
this purpose, was entirely barren, with- 
out a green leaf that he could gather 
as a souvenir of the visit. They also 
Mo- 
Lellin, one of the first council of the 
Twelve Apostles, who apostatized from 
the Church a great many years ago, 
and who believed in the mission of 
Joseph up to the time of his own apoa- 


e then said the chief object of 
their mission east, was to obtain, if 
possible, some dates and facts that 
pertained to the early history of the 
Church, which, for the want of more 
correct records in that early date, were 
lacking, supposing that some things 
might be gleaned from the old settlers 
still living in that neighborhood, but 
they found no one who could give them 
any information, or who knew as much 
as ourselves on these matters. 

They called upon his cousin, Joseph 
Smith, and had some conversation with 
him about what is called the inspired 
translation of the Bible, by the Pro- 


phet Joseph Smith. The speaker was 
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well satisfied that the book so publish- 
ed is only a partial translation by the 
Prophet, and merely contains the 
translation of King James, with some 
changes in the first chapter of Genesis 
and the 24th chapter of Matthew, which 
had been published by this Church, in 
the Pearl of Great Price, many years 
ago. They also had the privilege of 
visiting the Temple in Kirtland, and 
the hill Cumorah, besides preaching 
the Gospel where opportunity offered. 
The entire account of their visit and 
experience while east, had been writ- 
ten and placed in the possession of Pre- 
sident John Taylor. He then gave a 
faithfal warning to the Saints to con- 
tinue in their faith, to build up Zion in 
every possible way, and said that God 
in his own time would bring forth 
those other records which are now in 
the care of the angel. They would 
come forth to this people, and to no 
other, and not to them until they were 
fully prepared to receive them. He 
«closed by bearing a faithful testimony 
not only to the truth of the work of 
God, but to the prieshood now held 
by the present leaders of the Church. 
President John Taylor spoke of the 
obligations that rest upon the various 
--quorums of prieshood from the head 
to the feet. And the necessity there 
was for all whoare placed as shepherds 
over the flock to be pure and holy in 
their minds, and set such examples of 
- righteousness, virtue and uprightness, 
as would be commendatory to all those 
over whom they preside ; to put down 
- iniquity, and always be ready to carry 
out the designs and purposes of the Al- 
mighty, both of a temporal and a 
Spiritual nature. 
After making some further practical 
remarks, he blessed the congregation. 
. e, o Lord, greatness. 
_ Conference was adjourned till two 
o'clock. 


Benediction by Elder Lorenzo 


ow. 
| 2 p.m. 
The choir sang : 
Sweet is the peace the Gospel brings, 
Prayer by Elder Lerenzo Snow 


The choir sang: | 
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Glorious things of thee are spok 
Zion, city of our God. — 

Elder George Q. Cannon read the fol- 
lowing report of the Trustee-in-Trust : 

At the last October Conference 
(1877,) held in this place, an ‘‘ audit- 
ing committee was appointed for the 
purpose of examining, adjusting and 
verifying all accounts of a public na- 
ture, associated with the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

During the administration of my 
predecessors in office,—our late vene- 
rable and respected Presidents Brig- 
ham Young and George A. Smith, and 
especially through the many years of 
the former’s laborious and efficient 
administration, I was aware that com- 
plications in property matters must 
necessarily exist, arising from Indian 
wars, inimical legi tion, and the 
many onslaughts that had been made 
upon him by government officials and 
our Federal courts, as well as many 
vindictive and bitter assaults from un- 
principled private individuals. 

I was aware also, that owing to 
some of those malignant prosecu- 
tions and persecutions, some of 
which were aimed at our public 
property, that he had taken measures, 
in the interest of the Church, to trans- 
fer certain public properties to his own 
name, to preserve them from the 
rapacity and spoliation of unprincipled 
men who sought to rob and despoil us 
of our property. These things are 
well known, as he has frequently 
mentioned them in pnblic. 

When you elected me Trustee-in- 
Trust, knowing the delicate nature of 
the position, I desired some assistance 


to relieve me, in part, from the one- 


rous duties devolving upon me, and, 
therefore, nominated an auditing com- 
mittee, eomposed of Wilford Wood- 
ruff, Erastus Snow and Joseph F. 
Smith, which nomination received the 
unanimous vote of the Conference. At 
the last April Conference, Franklin D. 
Richards was added to the committee. 


This was considered proper in conse- 
| quenee of the multiplied labors of 


their investigation, and the necessity 
of the frequent absence of some of 
them upon other duties: With the 


| same view, I proposed that the Twelve 


Apo and Oounselors and the Pre- 


siding Bishop, Edward Hunter, should 


— 
| | 
| 
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be counselors to the Trustee-in-Trust. 
That everything might be thoroughly 
understood and perfect union exist, 
and also that the Bishopric as repre- 
sented by its president might be 
cognizant of all our acts in temporal 
affairs. | 

The Auditing Committee immediate- 
ly entered upon their labors, and 
pursued with untiring energies the 
- arduous duties which had been assign- 
ed them; conferring frquently with 
me and with the Council of the Twelve, 
as well as with the executors of the 
estate of the late President Young, 
and also obtained explanations and 
aid in their researches from the clerks 
now in the offices of the Trustee-in- 
Trust, as well as from those who had 
heretofore occupied those positions. 
They had not prosecuted their investi- 
gations very far before they discovered 
the facts in relation to the transfer of 
property before referred to, and in 
connection therewith a large amount 
of personal liabilities incurred by the 
late President Young in preserving pub- 
lic interests from attempted spoliation. 

A question arose in the minds of the 
Committee, as to how far they should 
go back in their investigations. They 
at first thought that it would be proper 
only to go as far back as the com- 
mencement of the administration of 
President George A. Smith, but as 
there was at that time only a partial 
settlement,and as many of the accounts 
associated with some of these property 
matters ran far behind that time, it 
was adjudged proper, in the interests 
of the late Presidents Brigham Young 
and George A. Smith, as well as that 
of the Church, to go back to the com- 
mencement of accounts in these 
valleys ; and thus, by a full, fair and 
impartial investigation, preserve un- 
dimmed the honor of President Young 
and his interests, and to do right, deal 
_ justly by him, to accord to his heirs 


what was their due, as well as to pro- 


tect the interests of the Church, that 
the memory of the dead might be 
— sacred, the interests of the 
iving protected, and the Church also 
be placed on a proper footing. 
The course of procedure has been for 
the Auditing Committee in making 
their examinations, to submit them to 
me as Trustee-in-Trust, they were then 
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submitted to the executors, together 
with the necessary explanations and 
vouchers, and wherein there were any 
differences of judgment, they were 
submitted to the Council of the Twelve, 
whose action has been unanimous ; and 
according to the requirements of the 
law, they were afterwards submitted, 
as I am informed, to the action of the. 
Judge Probate. 

In those settlements, the feeling of 
the Auditing Committee, as well as my 
own, has been to meet, as far as prac- 
ticable, the views and requirements of 
the executors; whilst they in their 
turn, were always ready to yield to 
what was considered reasonable from 
us, a spirit of unanimity and forbear- 
ance prevailing, and from a feeling of 
affection and regard which we all felt 
for our venerated and revered presi- 
dent, if there was a doubt on any 
point we have felt to give it in favor of 
the President and to deal with him 
dead as generously as we would were 
he still living in our midst ; and we are 
persuaded that Saints of the living God, 
who have so often in this place and 
throughout the Territory, witnessed 
his untiring energy, his unwavering 
fidelity, his burning zeal, and his in- 
domitable perseverance in their wel- 
welfare, in the defence of truth, in the 
building up of Zion, and the establish- 
ment of truth on the earth, would say 
amen, and feel, with us, to treat him. 
and his, kindly, generously and mag - 
nanimously. 

It is but proper here to state, that 
in all our investigations, neither the 
Auditing Committee nor myself have 
interfered in anywise with the public 
official acts of either the late Presidents. 
Brigham Young or George A. Smith, 
as Trustees in Trust, nor with any of 
their settlements or disbursements, 
our enquiries have been directed to- 
living issues, to unsettled and unajust 
ed accounts, not only as between Presi- 
dent Young’s estate and the Church, 
but also that of many other individu- 


It is true that in a few instances we 
have been called upon to examine 
accounts wherein it was alleged errors, 
or omissions had been made, which, 
by some, might be considered irrele- 
vant, having been before justified ; yet. 


it was thought by us that reasonable: 


— 
| 
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settlements, as also to make convey- 


ing such » variety of accounts, extend- 
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men can always afford to be just, to 
answer any proper inquiries and rectify 
any mistakes, we have therefore yield- 
ed to their solicitations ; and I take 
great pleasure in stating, that with 
very slight exceptions, the acccunts of 
the President have been found strictly 
correct, and vouchers produced authen- 
ticating his position and settlements 
demonstrating the accuracy of his ac: 
counts, supervised and adjusted of 
course by his able clerical aid. 7 
It is very gratifying to state, that 
long before his demise, our esteemed 
President made a will, in which ample 
provisions were made for the adjust - 
ment and settlement of all his accounts, 
whether of a private or public nature, 
and the executors were fully empowered 
to adjust said accounts and make such 


ances of all properties held by him in 
trust, either of a public or private na- 
ture; thus evincing that nice sense of 
honor which is so pleasing to see exhibi- 
ted by men to whom is committed those 
sacred trusts. 

{t is proper here to state, that the 
executors, to whom was committed the 
onerous duties of adjusting and settling 
those accounts, after using the nicest 
scrutiny and most rigid criticism aided 
by competent experts, have always 
expressed a readiness to adjust all 
matters in question fairly and honor- 
ably, and none more so than the one 
named after his deceased father, Brig- 
ham Young. 

I also take pleasure in saying that 
your Auditing Committee, to whom 
was committed the unpleasant, yet 
onerous duty of examining and adjust- 


ing throngh so many years, after a 
laborious, careful and exhaustive 
enquiry, assisted by the most compe- 
tent clerical aid, have been enabled to 
bring their labors to a satisfactory 
conclusion ; satisfactory to themselves, 
to the executors and to the Trustee-in 
Trust, and I think could President 
Young have been present, he would 
have said it was satisfactory to him. I 
hope it will also meet your approval. 
In this settlement we have mutually 
exchanged receipts ; the Trustee-in- 
Trust and the Council of the Twelve 
have given a receipt in full of all de 


mands to the executors of the estate of 
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the late President Brigham Young, 
and have in return received from the 
executors not only the transfer of all 
properties and claims accruing to the 
Church, but an acknowledgement of 
the correctness of those claims. Thus 
has President, Young not only made 
provisions in his will for the adjustment 
of these matters, but provided the 
means of settlement, which the execu- 
tors have faithfully carried out. Thus 
has he not only vindicated his own hon- 
or, but in this his last act, thrown back 
in the teeth of his enemies and calum- 
niators the falsity of their allegations. 

In this connection, in justice to our 
Counselor, John W. Young, it may be 
proper to state, that all accounts against 
him have been fully settled and paid 
to the satisfaction of the Trustee-in— 
Trust, and he now holds a receipt in 
full of all demands against him, signed 
by the Trustee-in-Trust. 

I am also informed by the executors, 
that our settlements have been veneral- 
ly satisfactory to the heirs, and that 
all, with the exception of three or four, 
not yet settled with, have signed an 
acquittance to all property claims 
as against the Church. 

The particulars of the settlement 
can all be found on record in the pro- 
per place. As to what property we 
have, where situated or how secured, 
can he learned by the proper officers 
and authorities of the Church, when- 
ever occasion requires. It may be 
appropriate, however, to say, that we 
have used our best judgment, aided by 
the most competent legal advice, in 
the adjustment of said property, and 
the protection of the general proprie- 
tary rights of the Church, and of all 
persons and interests involved therein, 
all of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN TayYLor, 
Trustee-in-Trustof the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

We agree in the above: 

Wilford Woodruff, Orson Hyde, 
Orson Pratt, sen., Charles C. Rich, 


| Lorenzo Snow, Franklin D. Richards, 


Geo. Q. Cannon, Brigham Young, 
Jos. F. Smith, Albert Carrington, 
Daniel H. Wells, Edward Hunter, 
Presiding Bishop. | 
Counselors to the Trustee-in-Trust, 
The report was adopted by a unani- 
mous vote. 


BE CONTINUED. 


| 
| 
| 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1878. 


THE GOSPEL VS. SELF. 
— 


Tus is a day of solemn warning. Clouds of trouble and gloom are floating 
thickly in the atmosphere of these old countries, the foundations of whose 
fabrics are rapidly rotting to decay. 

It devolves upon all who have taken upon them the name of Christ to be 
alive and active in the work of the Lord and not allow themselves to get into 
that condition of drowsiness commonly designated as ‘‘ taking things easy.” 

We kindly exhort the Saints in these lands to throw themselves wholly into 
the work. To sustain it with all the powers they possess should be their chief 
object in life, that they may be accounted blameless and worthy. Unless they 
are exceedingly careful they will be likely to get intc that unsaintly situation 
that will cause them to feel perfectly willing that others should sustain and 
carry on the work, so long as they are left at ease. When that inactive con- 
dition is reached, those who imbibe this spirit of indolence do not care atout 

doing their share of preaching, they get indifferent about contributing of their 
means for the sustenauce and spread of the work of the Lord, they gradually 
diminish, in earnestness at least, in their supplications before the divine throne 
and are not so ready as they should be in aiding the Elders who are sent into 
the world to warn this generation of that which is coming upon it. In process 
of time they fall into the dangerous error of weakening in their anxiety to 
gather with the main body of the Church. 

Saints who travel upon this road, uncongenial with the spirit of the Gospel, 
begin gradually, perhaps imperceptibly to themselves, to partake of the sins of 
the world. What is one of the chief sins of the world? They are lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God.” In proportion therefore that we love our 
own selfish pleasures in preference to the performance of our duties pertaining 
to His work we are partakers of the spirit and sins of Babylon. Our Heaven- 
ly Father, by divine foreknowledge, foresaw the liability of His people in the 
latter times to imbibe the spirit and indulge in the practices of the world ; 
hence Hiscommand : ‘‘ Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her sins and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

It is in harmony with divine justice that those who partake of the same sins 
for which the world ‘lieth under condemnation” should in proportionate 
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degree, receive of the judgments to be meted out in punishment. God is no 
respecter of persons. The Saints should therefore be careful to be not lovers 
of their own pleasures rather than lovers of God.” It is not necessary for 
their personal happiness or the welfare of the work of the Lord that they should 
seek too much to follow after the extravagant fashions of the world in relation 
to dress; neither in regard to indulgence in strong drinks, tobacco and other 
things of a like character. The traveling about upon excursions from place to 
place is an indulgence which involves the expending of means that might be 
far more consistently and profitably used for the sustaining of the work and in 
emigrating to the Land of Zion. Of course there are numbers of the Saints to 
whom these allusions will not apply, because they are not addicted to those 
self indulgences, and are doing, in other respects, all the good in their power. 

No person ever loses anything by the practise of self denial in favor of a 
good and holy cause. He who conquereth himself is greater than he who 


taketh a city.” The Saints need not travel far to find examples worth emula- 


ting in the matter of self abnegation. They have but to look at the many 
faithful Elders who, obedient to the call of legitimate authority, leave their 
homes, families, friends and, pecuniary interests to labor among the nations, 
for the salvation of the souls of men. Had they listened to the promptings 
of aselfish and grovelling spirit they would have chosen to remain amid the 
surroundings of home and comparative physical comfort, in preference to tem- 
porarily snapping asunder those endearing ties and going forth to meet the for- 


biding frowns of an unappreciative world. 


It is the duty of every Saint to avoid a spirit of lethargy and to seek to 
spread a knowledge of this work by every consistent means. Much can be 


done in this direction by the purchase and dissemination of the published works 


of the Church. We feel an existing necessity of lifting a warning voice to this 
generation. Not only are we impelled to sound the gospel message in the ears 


of those who are unfamiliar with it, but, being within our province, we also 
desire to exhort the Saints to be faithful and diligent. This we do in all meek- 
ness and love, having an unceasing desire for the welfare and salvation of all 


people and a special anxiety that the Saints be found walking i in the * of 
divine favor. 


AccommopaTine.—There are a great many individuals in the world who 
profess to be of a most accommodating and friendly disposition. Hundreds of 
that sort call at this office. We have lately had visits from quite a number. 
They desire very much to become members of the Church. A little enquiry 
develops the fact that they have not the slightest acquaintance with the prin- 
ciples of the gospel. In addition to their willihgness to identify themselves 
with something they know nothing about, they soon divulge the secret of their 
alacrity by desiring information as to their chances of being cmigrated to 
America at somebody else’s expense. An instance occurred recently. The 
caller asked some questions. 

Caller—‘‘ I see a sign outside, about Latter-day Saints. What does it 
mean? What is the character of the society ?” 

Elder—‘‘ It means that this is a publishing and emigration office of the 


Church of Jesus Christ, of Latter-day Saints, which Church claims to have the 
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fullness of the gospel, as it existed anciently, restored, by revelation, in this age,” 

Caller—‘‘ Well, I assure you, sir, that I wish to become a member of your 
society and will willingly subscribe to any rules, regulations or laws, whatever 
they may be.” 

Elder—‘‘ Do you know what those laws, regulations or principles are?“ 

Caller—‘‘ Well no, but 1 can assure you I would willingly abide by them,’ 

Elder—‘‘ How can you know that you can subscribe to anything that you ate 
ignorant of. If you are in earnest your best course is to investigate our doc. 
trines and learn them for yourself, that you may proceed with your eyes open.” 

Caller—‘‘ Well, suppose I should join your Church, what aid might I expect 
in the shape of being helped to emigrate to America?” | 

Elder—‘‘ Not any.“ | 

Caller—‘‘ Well I won't detain you any longer. Good day.” 

Elder—‘‘ Perhaps you would like to take some pamphlets, explaining the 
principles of the gospel, as taught by the Latter-day Saints.” 

He takes them, rather reluctantly, and takes his departure at the same time, 

In the same connection we frequently receive written communications from 
persons who state that, having no prospect of making a living in this country, 
they are impelled to appeal to us for help to emigrate to Utah. They are 
unacquainted with the principles and doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ, 
and in their ignorance of the genus of that glorious system they express a wil- 
lingness to subscribe to whatever obligations may be imposed, so * as they 
receive the needed help. 

As distress and woe accumulate and sweep over the nations 3 appeals 
will increase in number, until thousands upon thousands will sulicit oppor- 
tunities to ‘‘ flee to Zion,” not perhaps with a view to increasing her strength 
and glory but to secure their individual safety. 

These applications on the part of strangers to the work of the Lord are 
worthy of note, as forming a part, insignificant as it may appear, of the record 
of events, that are floating along in the sweeping current of latter-day history. 


District MERTIxd.— On Sunday, November 3rd, a district meeting will be 
held in the C'o-operative Hall, Bridge Street, Bolton, in the Manchester Con- 
ference. Three meetings will be held during the day. The first, commencing 
at 10:30 a. m., will be for the Saints. The other two, which will tie at 2:30 
and 6 p. m., will be open to the general public. 


— 


Draxrukz.— Elder A. A. Kimball, who was recently released by telegraph 
dispatch from Utah, left on . Oct. 26th, for home, on board the 8. 
S. Nevada, which steamed out of the Mersey at 10:30 a. m. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


Huz1.—By letter from Elder J. E. Metcalf, written at Hull, in the Leeds 
Conference, Oct. 16th, to President Walter J. Beatie, we learn that he baptized 
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two persons at that place the evening previous, and re baptized two others, and 
that more were expected to be ready om the Sunday following. 


Wates.—President Joseph H. Parry, wrote from Swansea, under date of 
Oct. 11th :—‘‘ All is well with us down here. Elders Lewis and Emery have 
gone to their respective fields of labor, feeling well. Elder Howells will leave 
next week, for London ; he is now visiting his relations and friends, to give 
them a farewell testimony of the truths of the Gospel. These brethren have 
done well while in Wales, and although young, they have beef valiant in 


declaring the Gospel to all within their reach, both privately and publicly. I 


sincerely regret that we have had to part with these brethren, for there is 
plenty of work for the six of us. The work seems to be opening up in Wales, 
and we have the prospect of much evangelical work to be performed the 


approaching winter. We have baptized quite a number of new converts lately; 


seven new baptisms were reported last week, and one re-baptism ; two more 
are ready to be baptized on Sunday, and one re- baptism ; there are several 
other persons that need but little more teaching to be prepared to enter upon 
the new life enjoined by the Gospel. Three of us are now left here, and we will 
do all that we possibly can to make ourselves and doctrines known to the 
outside world. We have been devising plans of operation for our future work. 
We will devote our attention to private visitation and teaching, and carrying a 
few tracts to serve as introductions. Much public preaching has been done 
here lately, but I think we can get at the people and teach them better 


privately.” 


We have received a letter from our friend Elder William C. Staines, written 
at New York, and dated Oct. 7th. He speaks of a visit to Utah, made in the 


interim between the arrival of emigrant companies, and his allusion to his 


attendance at the last Conference of Cache County Stake, held at Logan, is 
interesting as showing the material progress made in that part of the Territory 
of late years: He says: I had a very enjoyable time. I had not been there 
for eighteen years. At that time the people were all living in log cabins, there 
are but few of them to-day ; now these same houses are used for stables, cow- 
sheds and pig-pens, while the occupants and their children are living in good 
substantial brick or frame buildings. At that time the meeting house consisted 
of a few poles stuck in the ground, and a few loads of willows laid on top, for 
ashade. Now they have a fine meeting house that will seat from two to three 
thousand people, costing nearly $150,000 ; in addition to this they are build- 
iag a Temple, the walls of which I found about twenty feet high, with about 
one hundred men employod. Ido not remember ever attending a meeting 
were the people enjoyed a better spirit than was felt at this Conference. 
Surely the people were showing the Lord their faith by their works. When 
there before, while standing near where the Temple is being built, [ could see 
all the land then occupied, located within two or three miles of the city. To- 
day, standing on the same ground, one can see for many miles, not only 
cultivated fields, but grain in shocks and stacks, as far as the eye can reach. 


Judge of my feelings whes I compared the past with the present, and then, 
with the eye of faith, viewed the future of this people, and saw not only a city, 


a Temple and Tabernacle, but cities with fine houses, orchards and gardens 
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and the surrounding country dotted over with farms, yielding an abundang 
for man and beast, until all the valley would be made a fruitful field, wit, 


dwellings for the people of God. I was informed that the crops are good 


throughout all our settlements.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
BAPTISMS.—BRIGHTENING PROSPECTS. 


Shipdam, Oct. 23, 1878. 
President W. Budge. | 
Dear brother,—I was requested by 


President Barber, to attend a District 


Meeting, on Sunday, Oct. 13th, previ- 
ous to his leaving for Utah. I stayed 
around and in Wymondham till Presi- 
dent Jacobs came, and then — 


with him a few days, rendering him 


every assistance in my power, to put 
him in possession of the business of the 
Conference, as there was not time for 
him to get much information from 
President Barber. 

I preached to the Saints in the after- 
noon of Sunday, and had a good time. 
On Monday I visited around, found 
two ready for baptism, and agreed to 
baptize them on Monday evening, but 


it was finally put off till Saturday. 


By this time I got some more ready. 
So on the last named day we baptized 
four new members and re-baptized 
another. | 

I preached on Sunday evening last, 
and, after meeting, one more gave in 
his name for baptism. We attended 
to it the same evening and confirmed 
him. On Monday morning I saw four 
others that were at our meeting on 
Sunday evening, two of whom stated, 
that as soon as they could get a chance 
they would be baptized. But they are 
servants and cannot get out at all 
times when they wish. The other two 
were a man and his wifs belonging to 


the Methodist Church. They said 
never heard the Gospel preached before, 
and they confessed their belief in our 
work. They also stated they would 
inform me when they would be ba 
tized. The President will have to 
there fora while, to get an understand. 
ing of the business. I believe the 
Wymondham Branch is in as good 
condition as it was before the Saints 
emigrated. We baptized one young 
lady who is quite competent to take 
charge of the books, etc., after she gots 
more acquainted with the Saints. She 
has had a good education and feels very 
willing to do anything to help the cause. 
That will give brother Jacobs a chance 
to visit around. | 

Iam on my way down to my old 
field of labor, below Peterborough. 
There are a good many investigating 
our principles, and I have baptized 
two or three since I saw you in London, 
besides those in Wymondham. ~ 

Two persons have sent over from 
Norwich for some one to go and baptize 
them. Brother Jacobs will attend to 
them. I think there will be quite a 
few more come into the Church before 
long, in different parts of this Confer- 
ence. 

I feel first-rate in health and spirits, 
and my only desire is to be. useful in 
the cause of Christ. : 

Your brother in the Gospel, 

JamMEs REECE. 


CONGREGATIONAL UNION AND THE GOSPEL. 


BY ELDER CHAS, Ww. NIBLEY. 


— — 


The Thirty-ninth Autumnal Session 
of the Congregational Union of Eng- 
land and Wales, was held lately in the 
Great George-street Chapel, Liverpool. 


The Rev. J. Baldwin Brown presided, 
and there were present many promi- 
nent reverend gentlemen of the Non- 
conformist persuasions. The presi- 
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dential address was the chief feature 
of the proceedings, in delivering which 
the speaker enlarged upon the beauties 
of Congregationalism as compared 
with other sects. “ k,” said he, 
into churches where men must sign 
their adhesion to a multitude of doo- 
trines; where the hand of vigorous 
authority presses on the Christian 
teacher, and he dare not alter his most 
sacred convictions withuut imperilling 
his children’s bread, and you will find 
gangrene doing its deadly work.” 

Of course the great beauty and 
liberty claimed for Congregationalism 
lies in each congregation being per- 
fectly independent of any or all others 
of the same denomination, and no 
recognized head, no authority but the 
‘written word.” Freedom of thought 
and speech are blessings to be sought 
after and appreciated, but let us exa- 
mine how far that freedom can be 
exercised in Congregationalism. Sup- 

one of their pastors should ex- 
pound that written word” according 
to his most sacred convictions, and it 
come in conflict with the opinion of 
the majority of his congregation, he 
would surely be ‘‘imperilling his 
children’s bread.” The flock would 
say in effect, if you preach the word 
as it suits us, we will feed you and 
your children; if you do not, you 
must look somewhere else for your 
‘*bread and dinner; and the chances 
are largely in favor of such independ- 
— minister preaching exactly to 
suit his hearers. | 

Now compare for a moment such 
independence with that which the dis- 
ciples of Jesus were commanded to 
exercise. They were told to take 
no thought for your life, what ye 
shall eat; neither for the body what 
ye shall put on;” and they had suffi- 
cient faith in God te act according to 
the instructions of His Son. There 
was a head to direct their ministry ; 
they carried authority with them, and 


by that authority they told the people, 


“he that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, and he that believeth 
not shall be damned.” They did not 
say to the jarring sects around them, 
as does the Rev. Mr. Brown, there 
is plenty of room for us all to work, 
we have all got enough to do,” but 
they preached the one Lord, one 
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faith, and one baptism,” even though 
it imperilled their children’s bread, 
or cost them their own lives. 

They were right; they knew they 
were right, ard all who differed from 
their doctrines must of necessity be 
wrong. And, strange as it may seem, 
they had no written word to prove 
many of the points of doctrine which 
they taught. How could they prove 
from the Old Testament (and there 
was yet no New Testament, ) that they 
were authorized to baptize the people 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins? or that it was 
needful to have Twelve Apostles, with 
Seventies, Elders and helps, for the 
work of the ministry, until all were 
brought to the unity of the faith? 
They taught that while the written 
word was good and true, yet it was 
fallacious to tie to it exclusively, for 
their doctrine was the letter killeth, 
but the spirit giveth life.” 

The reverend chairman regretted 
that ‘‘ some of the finest intellects of 
the day were on the side of the 
doubter.” But, in view of the con- 
dition of so-called Christian society, it 
certainly cannot be wondered at. 
When looking at the fruits of Cbristen- 
dom, which has labored so liberally 
and so long to establish its doctrines 
amongst the people, he asked, Are 
we Christians? Should we now be 
asking with shame is this Christen- 
dom, the fair realm of Christ, which is 
bristling with armaments, reeking 
with pollution, sobbing with misery, 
a sore sight to all faithful hearts ?” 
The only answer is that, Christendom 
was to be known by its fruits; and 
judging from that standard, all reason- 
able men must concede that there can 
be little or nothing of Obrist in such 
a state of society. For the remedy, 
Mr. Brown proscribes more churches. 
But that only means more ministers, 
more division, more money, more 
children's bread.” But the remedy, 
and the only remedy, is the complete 
system of truth called the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, instead of the conflicting 
opinions and creeds of man. 

The same speaker said that they 


were none of them perfect in ‘heir 
methods, and they should be on the 
watch that they might strengthen th 


which was weak, and improve that | 
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